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            June 1, 2011 
Dear Avalon Homeowners, 

 

 Your Avalon Board of Directors is happy to announce that after combing the books and crunching the 

upcoming budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year, for the third straight year there will be no dues increase in 

Avalon. You should have already received your new coupon books in the mail. The board takes great pride in 

the fact that we are very frugal with the Avalon finances and proud that we have been able to keep the dues at 

Avalon one of the lowest in the area  

 

Your Avalon Board of Directors would like to remind you that for millions of years Carolina Forest 

was a dense forest filled with swamps and a multitude of plant and wildlife species. The property that Avalon 

sits on was a swamp until 15 years ago.   Beazer brought in thousands of dump trucks full of dirt to fill it in. In 

most areas of Avalon if you take post-hole diggers and dig down 1-2 feet the hole will fill with water….that is 

because we are on a swamp. We get constant calls and emails from panicked homeowners that have seen a 

raccoon or a fox (or other types of animal) in their back yard and want the HOA to do something about it. 

Unless the animal is posing a direct threat to the community then the HOA can’t and won’t get involved. 

There are literally tens of thousands of raccoons that surround the woods of Avalon along with deer, fox, 

bears, opossums, bobcat, coyote, otter and beavers. Contrary to belief, raccoons will forage for food during the 

daytime especially when they have young to feed. 
 

                         
      Raccoon Photo Taken in Avalon                       Deer Grazing Along Avalon Fields 

 

                
       Two Year old Bear Grazing Near Avalon Pool            Baby Bear in Avalon Homeowner’s Birdfeeder 
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 One question that the board is asked on a regular basis is “do the ponds in Avalon have alligators 

in them” and the answer is yes. You should assume when approaching any pond in Avalon or any 

southern state that it has an alligator. Recently in one Avalon pond an alligator started eating the ducks  

and was sunning on the banks of homeowner’s lawns. The gator was especially dangerous because it was 

losing its fear of humans. When someone would approach the pond bank, the alligator would come to 

investigate. The Avalon Board recognized the danger and obtained a permit from SCDNR to capture the 

gator. The board asked Lee Wilson, the owner of Fishmonger Seafood in Surfside to help us (Lee also 

owns Winyah Water Gardens in Carolina Forest). Lee Wilson was also the person that the board hired a 

few years ago to stock the ponds with algae eating fish. After luring the gator near the pond bank and 

hooking him, Lee and his partner Louie fought the gator for nearly 30 minutes before getting him on 

shore and securing his crushing jaws. Most of the ponds are connected through underground pipes which 

fish and animals use to travel. A gator could use the underground pipes or simply walk at night over land 

from pond to pond. The gator captured was of breeding age himself and he has parents that live 

somewhere nearby. If you check the gallery on the Avalon website (www.avalonatcarolinaforest.com) we 

will post some more photos of the gator. Also, if you go to the Newsletters/Memo section of the website 

and look in the year 2002, there is a Sun News article with photos of another Avalon gator that was 

captured. 
 

Lee Wilson and Louie Gelormini from Fishmonger Seafood / Winyah Water Gardens 

 

http://www.fishmongerseafood.org 

 

http://www.winyahwatergardens.com 

http://www.avalonatcarolinaforest.com/
http://www.fishmongerseafood.org/
http://www.winyahwatergardens.com/
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On another note, our longtime landscaper Paul the owner of Casey’s Lawncare has gotten out of 

the landscaping/lawncare business. Paul sold every piece of his equipment to Wright Management and his 

employees were hired by Wright Management as well. Wright Management has assumed all of Paul’s 

landscaping contracts including Avalon. The board has met with Jackie Wright and she has assured us 

that the same work crew that Paul has used for years in Avalon will continue to work in Avalon. Jackie 

also assured the board that the yearly cost that the board had negotiated with Paul will not change. 

Basically there has been no lapse in service, no increase in costs, and the same crew that is familiar with 

Avalon is still here. The board also wants to thank Paul for all his years of service and dedication to 

Avalon. 
 

The Board would also like to once again thank Entertainment Committee member Diana Lawler 

for the awesome end of school year ice cream party that she spearheaded. There was a huge turnout buy 

young people and people young at heart! We have posted photos from the party in the photo gallery of the 

Avalon website. The next scheduled Avalon event will be the Independence Day Parade of Wheels that 

will be held on Saturday, July 2
nd

, 2011 at 9:30am. All Avalon events for the year can be found on the 

Avalon website under “News” and then “Calendar of Events”.  
 

Captain Mike Wear was at it again! Captain Wear was patrolling on 05-29-11 and the Horry 

County Police called him to be on the lookout for a subject that severely assaulted his girlfriend in the 

Sawgrass development and fled on foot. Sawgrass is only a half mile from Avalon so they gave Captain 

Wear a description and asked for him to keep an eye out. As soon as Captain Wear hung up the phone, 

low and behold the subject walked right in front of his car. Captain Wear alerted the HCPD and assisted 

in his arrest. 
 

Captain Wear has been instrumental over the last few weeks in keeping Avalon safe. Captain 

Wear followed an extremely impaired driver out of Avalon and followed him down Carolina Forest Blvd 

until the South Carolina Highway Patrol could get him stopped. The subject was arrested for DUI and it 

was discovered that he had just been arrested a week earlier for another DUI. Captain Wear got a drunk 

driver off the road that could have killed somebody. Captain Wear also arrested a subject at the Avalon 

amenities center last week that wandered onto Avalon property and had obvious mental problems. The 

subject was told to leave the property and became disorderly. Captain Wear arrested him and he was 

transported to jail. 
 

 A few weeks ago the Avalon Board of Directors had the picnic tables under the pavilion painted. 

We used a very strong industrial paint that resists wear and tear and can be easily wiped off. The tables 

look great (for 3 days) until a teenage girl thought it would be funny to carve obscenities in one of the 

freshly painted tables with a sharp object. Captain Wear reviewed the surveillance video from the pool 

and identified the girl. The table was repainted and the girl’s parents agreed to pay for the damage. The 

tables looked great (for 2 days) until a boy decided to carve obscenities in another one the freshly painted 

tables. Sgt Will Berry reviewed the surveillance video from the pool and identified the boy. The table was 

repainted and the boy’s parents agreed to pay for the damage. The tables looked great (for 1 day) until a 

boy took a permanent marker and drew graffiti on one of the freshly painted tables. Sgt Berry reviewed 

the surveillance video from the pool and identified the boy as living in the Turnberry Apartments next to 

Avalon. Sgt Berry contacted the police and they went to the apartments to talk with the boy’s parents. The 

boy was given a juvenile summons to appear in court for Malicious Damage and given a trespass warning 

to stay off Avalon property. The HOA is going to ask the judge to have the boy’s parents pay for the 

damage on his court date.  When talking to parents during incidents like these, it is amazing that the first 

response out of most of their mouths is “My child is a good kid; they would never do something like 

that!”…..until they see the video or hear from witnesses. When kids get around friends they show off and 

try to impress each other. You would hope that your child behaves when they are out of the house, but 

peer pressure is a powerful thing. The word “never” should not be used lightly. 
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 Finally, the Avalon Board of Directors would like to congratulate the residents of 2004 Copper 

Creek Court (Lot# 322) for winning Avalon Yard of The Quarter. The home is owned by Gail Demming 

from Hudson Ohio.  

 

 
 

2004 Copper Creek Court (Lot# 322) 
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