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The Farm at Carolina Forest is one of many new subdivi-
sions springing up in Carolina Forest since the 2000 Census.

PHOTO BY MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Bart Romano standing pushes his son now-almost-16-month
old Grayson in a swing at their Forestbrook home.

COURTESY PHOTO

MAKING CENSUS

Carolina Forest grows 506 percent in 2010 Census

GRAPHIC BY CHRIS
MOWDER | THE CHRONICLE

Forestbrook family named
ambassadors for 2011 march
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ASSISTANT EDITOR

When Bart and Nicole
Romano’s little boy was
born 13 ½ weeks prema-
ture, they had what the
Forestbrook mom de-
scribes as “limited knowl-
edge” about the March of
Dimes.

It wasn’t long, however,
before the couple realized
how fervently the organiza-
tion works, most often be-
hind the scenes.
The Romanos, and their

children, 6 ½-year-old
Ginny and now almost-16-
month old Grayson, are
Horry County’s 2011 March
for Babies Ambassador

Family. This year’s three-
mile March for Babies will
be April 30 at Coastal Car-
olina University.
There’s plenty of time to

sign up to walk, get a team
together, make a donation
or get more information.
See the website at

MARCH OF DIMES, A9

State probes veteran’s group

BYMICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

They spent all week can-
vassing Carolina Forest for
donations to benefit veter-
ans.

But theVeterans Support
Organization (VSO) spent
less than 7 percent of the
money it collected in 2009-
2010 to directly benefit veter-
ans groups, according to a
Chronicle review of federal

tax records.
Toting buckets bearing

American flags,VSO volun-
teers dressed in camouflage
scoured Carolina Forest
Boulevard last week, captur-
ing the attention of Paul

Soucy, a Carolina Forest resi-
dent and 22-year Air Force
veteran.
Soucy said he filed a com-

plaint with the S.C. Attorney
General’s office after he said
VSO volunteers couldn’t an-

swer basic questions about
theirmilitary background or
where themoneywas going.
“Amilitary guywouldn’t do

that. He’d have his ownuni-
forms,” Soucy said. “What
getsme is the person collect-
ing themoney gets 30 cents
out of every dollar, and that’s
going to someone’s boss.”
Mark Plowden, spokesman

CHRONICLE SPECIAL REPORT

Attorney general, secretary of state
looking into non-profit’s activities

� Breaking News

The Carolina Forest Chronicle broke this story online
March 29 at 10:05 a.m. Visit the Chronicle’s website at
www.thecarolinaforest chronicle.com.

VETERANS, A5

Growth
attracts
new gym,
pizzeria
BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

After 18months of inactiv-
ity, things are chugging along
in the Forest Square shopping
plaza. Amajor tenant has al-
ready signed a lease agree-
ment, while another business
is preparing tomove into the
shopping center formerly an-
chored by PigglyWiggly.
TimConner, founder of

American Athletic, said he
signed a lease agreement to
open a 6,000-square-foot gym
in the space formerly occu-
pied byThe Flooring Connec-
tion.
A Serifino’s Restaurant is

also being heavily looked at in
Forest Square, possibly in the
space formerly held by Ju-
nior’s Pizza, which also closed
in 2009.
“Expansion is inevitable for

us, andwe’re almost hoping
it’ll be in the Carolina Forest
area,” said Serafino’s owner
DanGibson. “That’s where
we’d really like to be.That’s a
great location for us.”
Other than a few prospects

that fell through, economic
growth in Forest Square
crawled to a standstill follow-
ing the pullout of PigglyWig-
gly inNovember 2009.
PigglyWiggly closed, citing

a glut of grocery stores in the
market and the overall eco-
nomic slowdown triggered by
theGreat Recession. It has re-
mained vacant since then.
LesMcCLanahan, vice-

president of store fixtures with
PigglyWiggly’s corporate of-
fices in Charleston, refused to
comment on future recruit-
ment efforts.
“I don’t wantmy name in

the newspaper,”McLanahan
said. “We’re in negotiations
with potential clients.”

BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

I
twas oncewheremilitary airplanes dropped bombs.
But in the past decade, an explosion of a different sort
has been taking place in Carolina Forest.

The Carolina Forest statistical area grew 506 percent
from2000-2010, growing from3,338 to 20,243 residents,
according to 2010 Census figures released last week.
Carolina Forest’smonstrous growth easily outpaced

other areas of Horry County, which as awhole grew 37
percent from196,629 in 2000 to 269,291 in 2010.
Horry County is now the state’s fifth largest county by

population, surpassing LexingtonCounty.
In addition to Carolina Forest’s gargantuan growth,

other Carolina Forest areas also reported significant
growth.
The Forestbrook statistical areas betweenU.S. 501 and

FOREST SQUARE, A5CENSUS, A10
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Hello, neighbors. First
off, I want to say con-
gratulations to the

Carolina Forest High School
Fine Arts Department for this
year’s student production.
Monica and I went to see
“The Drowsy Chaperone”
last week, and it was an out-
standing performance. Our
friends Carter and Sarah Jane
Lowe, along with director
Wayne Canady and the entire
cast, crew and orchestra did a
top notch job. It’s amazing to
see this professional level of
musical, acting and dancing
talent on a high school stage.
Monica and I can’t wait for

next year’s production of “Les
Miserables.” I worked on the
touring version of that show
as a stagehand in the mid
1990s. 
Packed away somewhere

in the attic, I still have the T-
shirt that says, “All this over a
loaf of bread?”
Speaking of school kids, for

those of us with children
starting kindergarten and
first grade, registration for
Horry County elementary
schools is April 4 - 8. Regis-
tration is during school
hours, and you will need
your child’s birth certificate,
certificate of immunization,
proof of residency and proof

of address,
such as your
water bill. I
really can’t
believe my
son is start-
ing kinder-
garten this
year. Time
goes by too
fast. For
more infor-
mation
about school
registration,
go to www. -
horry county -
schools . net.
The main
phone num-
ber for Car-
olina Forest

Elementary School is 236-
0001.
With the beautiful spring

weather, most of us are
spending a lot more time
outside engaging in fun ac-
tivities. When that outdoor
fun includes cruising around
in a golf cart, we need to
make sure, for the sake of
safety, that all laws are
obeyed.
Golf carts can only be

driven on private property
or on secondary streets dur-
ing daylight hours within
two miles of the driver’s resi-

dence or place of business.
All streets in Walkers Woods
are Horry County secondary
streets. To drive a golf cart
on secondary streets, you
must be a licensed driver,
and you must obtain a golf
cart permit from the South
Carolina Department of
Motor Vehicles. 
For more information

about obtaining a golf cart
permit, go to www.scd-
mvonline.com.
As a reminder, Friday,

April 1, is the deadline for
submitting your application
to run for a seat on the Walk-
ers Woods POA board of di-
rectors. Our annual POA
meeting will be at 11 a.m.
Saturday, May 7, in the
amenity center. 
The primary purpose of

the meeting is to elect direc-
tors and vote on the tax res-
olution for 2011. Since we do
not have staggered terms, all
five seats on the board of di-
rectors are up for re-elec-
tion.
We need more volunteers

for the Walkers Woods Fire-
wise Council, including a
new chairperson. Now that
our status for 2011 has been
renewed, I need to resign my
position as head of firewise
due to time constraints. The

other board members in-
formed me that none of
them are willing to take over,
so we need volunteers.
Please contact me if you are
willing and able to volun-
teer.
Don’t forget that tomor-

row is April 1, so you might
want to keep your guard up.
The best April Fools joke I
ever played was when Mon-
ica was pregnant, I called my
father-in-law and told him
that the ultrasound showed
twins. Before I had a chance
to say “April Fools,” he put
the phone down and ran
around telling everybody in-
side the store where he was
shopping that his daughter
was having twins. Needless
to say, he won’t take calls
from me on April 1 anymore.
Log on to www.walker-

swoodsatcarolinaforest.com
frequently for POA informa-
tion.
And if you have any items

you would like me to include
in this column, send them to
me at walkerswoodsnews@ -
gmail.com.
Have a great week. 
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CFHS showed tremendous talent on stage

THIS WEEK
AROUND
WALKERS IN 
THE WOODS

Steve 
Albright

Newly elected director has strong
sense of service to community
BY STEVE ALBRIGHT
FOR THE CHRONICLE

Those who live in Avalon
may already know Diana
Lawler as a street representa-
tive and as the chairperson of
the Entertainment and Activ-
ity Committee. And those in
the Civic Association know
her from the public relations
committee, Families in the
Forest, and as a newly elected
member of the board of di-
rectors. But did you know she
won first place in the Miss
Twirlette Beauty Pageant at
age 10, while on the traveling
Baton Team?
Diana was raised in

Westchester County, N.Y.,
about a 30 minute drive from
New York City. That proximity
to the Big Apple resulted in
the love for musicals, muse-
ums and Broadway plays that
is still in her today. Her motto
is “When you stop learning,
you stop living.”
When Diana ran for the

CFCA Board of Directors, she
said in her candidate’s pres-
entation that “This is not
about me. It’s about the Civic
Association.” This trait of
wanting to serve but not
craving the limelight goes
back to her childhood as well,
when she won the baton
twirling beauty pageant. “It
was just another perform-
ance, and I wasn’t really pay-
ing attention when they
called my name”, she told
me. “I guess it hit me when I
was marching in our usual
holiday parade and I had to
march in front of my team
with my rhinestone tiara,
holding my obnoxiously large
trophy.  After that, I didn’t
want to march anymore.”
Following high school,

Diana received an AAS in the
Professional Secretarial Pro-
gram from Berkeley College,
specializing in Information
Processing with an English
minor. She graduated on the
dean’s and president’s Lists,
and worked for ten years as
an executive assistant with
an internationally based
telecommunications corpo-
ration.
Diana and her husband,

Rick, moved to Carolina For-
est in 2004 and built their
home in Avalon. They are the
proud parents of Thomas,
age 10, and Olivia, age 7. She
is a fulltime wife and mother,
which she describes as a very
challenging job. “I manage a
two- story five bedroom
house with three bathrooms.
We utilize every room in our
home and had it built that
way so everyone has their
own space to be comfortable
and have their own space
and privacy.”
Diana places an emphasis

on teaching her children to
be independent and set their
sights high. She hung a

plaque on her daughter’s wall
for encouragement that
reads, “When you dream,
dream big.” About teaching
responsibility, Diana said, “It
is not an easy task, trying to
have everyone perform their
chores each day, yet it is part
of our daily routine.  Seeing
Mom and Dad being active in
daily routines, they follow,
and we find that a structured
lifestyle is a healthy one.”
Family is the center point

of her life. She talks to her
mother on the phone every
day, and is still very close to
her younger brother, Daniel.
He doesn’t live close by, but
they still find time to get to-
gether. On those occasions,
they love to cook gourmet
meals, bake, shop and play
Twister and Candyland like
they did when they were kids,
with Diana’s kids.
Diana’s sense of service to

the community is stronger
than ever. She has served as a
street representative on the
Avalon HOA Advisory Com-
mittee since 2005, and has
chaired the Entertainment
and Activity Committee since
2008.  She has overseen the
Spring Easter Egg Hunt,
School’s Out for Summer Ice
Cream Party, 4th of July Pa-
rade of Wheels, Santa Arrives
in Avalon and the Annual
BBQ.
Diana has been active in

the Carolina Forest Civic As-
sociation since 2009 as a
member of the Public Rela-
tions Committee, and
chaired Families in the Forest
until her election to the

Board earlier this month.
What keeps her going with

this constant activity?  
“I balance my life by taking

myself outside of the home
by volunteering, attending
day and evening meetings,
and am constantly working
on making myself a better
person. I always have to keep
in mind that I am not only a
wife and mother of two, I am
a woman who is still very ca-
pable of making a contribu-
tion to this community, and I
speak for many of us out
there.”
I asked Diana about her

thoughts regarding Carolina
Forest’s future. She sees the
Forest developing into a
“playground” for all ages. “It
will accommodate both the
young and old. There will be
something for everyone. We
can make this happen as a
community, with individual
involvement, interaction,
and our voices being heard.
The only way we can be
heard is if we speak out loud
of our ideas at the Carolina
Forest Civic Association
meetings. 
From there, we can be

heard at the County Council
Meetings. Your ideas are lis-
tened to, taken into consider-
ation, and voted upon. Only
you can make this happen, so
welcome aboard.”
Next week, find out who in

the Forest was six blocks
away from the World Trade
Center on the morning of
Sept. 11, 2001, and witnessed
firsthand the terrible events
of that day. 

COURTESY

Diana Lawler and her son, Thomas, spend some relaxing time
together while playing with a crate full of baby ducks.

“I balance my life by taking myself outside
of the home by volunteering, attending day
and evening meetings, and am constantly

working on making myself a better person.”

Diana Lawler
Carolina Forest Civic Association
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