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Chamber
linked to
disputed
donations
BOOST wants Barrett to
return questioned checks

BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

A group of area business
owners is calling for greater
transparency following re-
ports of questionable cam-
paign donations tied to the
Myrtle Beach Area Chamber
of Commerce.
Meantime, the chamber

says it’s done nothing wrong
and that it hasn’t directly
participated in funding
campaigns.
At a news conference

Monday, members of Busi-
ness Owners Organized to
Support Tourism (BOOST)
said it not only wants the
chamber to open its books,
but it also wants a S.C. gu-
bernatorial candidate to re-
turn nearly $84,000 in
donations that have been
linked to the chamber.
The donations were the

subject of a recent newspa-
per story about Brad Dean,
the chamber’s president and
CEO. The story said Dean
handed an envelope full of
checks to U.S. Rep. Gresham
Barrett, who’s running for
governor, after the checks
were mailed to the chamber.
BOOST president and

founder Robert Kelley said
he wants the Barrett cam-
paign to either return the
money or donate it to char-
ity. Kelley also suggested
some of the donations may
have come from chamber
funds.
“I’m sure that the Red

Cross, [American] Cancer
Society, [American] Heart
Association and others
could use the help,” Kelley
said. “We encourage busi-
nesses to contribute money
to the political process, but
it should do so out in the
open.”
Attempts to reach Dean

by phone were unsuccess-
ful.
In a prepared statement

sent via e-mail, Dean denied
the chamber had any direct
involvement in making do-
nations.
“We find it sad and disap-

Two charged following
Avalon burglary spree

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Members of Horry County Fire-Rescue and McLeod Regional Medical Center perform a simulated rescue of Myrtle
Beach gymnast Jazmin Kimber (on spine board) at Gymnastics Inc., during a training session last Wednesday.

First responders taught how
to rescue injured gymnasts
BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

Arms flailed. Legs kicked. Bodies tumbled.
Getting out of the foam pit at Gymnastics, Inc.,

proved to be more of a challenge than Horry County
firefighter Dan Clegg ever imagined.
“This is the hardest part,” he said as Clegg emerged

from the foam cub filled pit after a practice dive. “It
feels like the more you move, the deeper you sink into
it. There’s a tactical way to get out.”

Capt. Aaron Berry of Horry County Fire-Rescue Station 4 in
Forestbrook reviews his notes during training Wednesday.

Critical conditioning

Carolina Forest High School student Sean Conte (left) video-
tapes Westboro protesters at Friday’s counter-demonstration.

MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Carolina Forest students
rally against radicals
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Not even the car horns
honking in support of locals
could drown out the sounds
of “God Bless America” and
“Jesus Loves Me.”
About two dozen Grand

Strand residents showed up
Friday morning before 8
a.m. to counter-demon-
strate across the street from
where a handful ofWest-
boro Baptist Church mem-
bers congregated outside
Carolina Forest High
School.

The unified group was a
cross-section of teenagers,
senior citizens, Christians,
Jewish people, Vietnam vet-
erans, Carolina Forest resi-
dents and those who came
from Conway, Green Sea

Schlachter

About 30 counter-demonstrators picket against Westboro

STUDENTS, A2

CHAMBER, A5FIREFIGHTERS, A6

BY MAEGEN SWEAT
FOR THE CHRONICLE

Donovan John Schlachter,
19, of 4800 Block of Southgate
Parkway, has been charged
with six counts of breaking into
a motor vehicle, one count of
grand larceny over $5,000 and

one count of petty larceny, ac-
cording to arrest warrants.
A second person was also ar-

rested, but that person’s iden-
tity is being withheld because
the suspect is a juvenile.
The arrests come following a

string of break-ins that oc-
curred between May 1 and May

2, according to warrants, and
police reports obtained by the
Carolina Forest Chronicle.
According to warrants, the

suspect confessed to breaking
into all of the vehicles that
night and stealing items.

AVALON, A7
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During the same night a
2005 Dodge Durango was
stolen from 7004 Birnam-
wood Ct., near where all of
the other breaking and en-
terings occurred.
The vehicle was recov-

ered on River Oaks Drive
and found flipped upside
down. The suspect told a
jail official that he was in-
volved in taking the vehi-
cle, the warrant said.
Other items stolen dur-

ing the break-ins include: a
GPS, sunglasses, iPods,
cash, radar detectors, one
credit card and binoculars.
Schlachter was also driving
under a suspended license
and was in possession of
marijuana.
Two other charges oc-

curred around May 11, ac-
cording to warrants.
Schlachter was charged

with stealing a 32 caliber
Keltic pistol that the war-
rant said was recovered at
his residence.
The warrant also said

the suspect stole a surveil-
lance camera from the
WalkersWoods clubhouse.
He was identified on the
camera before he was able
to cut the wires, the war-
rant said.
According to online jail

records, Schlachter’s bond
has been set at $41,720 for
all charges. He remained
jailed as of press time,
records show.
The recent arrest isn’t

Schlachter’s only brush
with the law.
On Oct. 27, 2009,

Schlachter was charged
with damaging or tamper-

ing with a vehicle, jail
records show.
Ed Stapleton, president

of the Avalon HOA, says
the arrest was made with
help from Excaliber Secu-
rity, the subdivision’s hired
security force.
“The Excaliber Security

is the one that developed
true community policing,
who the suspects were and
were able to coordinate

with the police who were
able to make the arrest,”
Stapleton said. “The real
credit should go to Lt.
MikeWear. Through com-
munity policing he was
able to come up with
names and descriptions of
the suspects.
Stapleton said residents

in the Avalon community
were very concerned with
the break-ins. “You’re talk-

ing about a dozen break-
ins that occurred around 4
a.m. in an hour or so pe-
riod. People didn’t know if
it was a theft ring or if the
crimes were committed by
professionals.”
Stapleton said the break-

ins were originally thought
to have been committed
with Slim Jim wrappers,
however that was not the
case after all.
“They were just going

around looking for open
car doors,” Stapleton said.
The majority of the

items stolen were recov-
ered and have been re-
turned to the rightful
owners.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Avalon HOA president Ed Stapleton (not pictured) credits Lt. Mike Wear with Excalibur
Security (above) with helping to lead police to a suspect from a recent string of burgla-
ries and automobile break-ins.

Avalon: Security officer helped apprehend burglary suspect
Continued from Page A1

� Breaking News

The Carolina Forest Chronicle broke this story online
May 25 at 12:20 p.m. Visit the Chronicle’s website at
www.thecarolinaforestchronicle.com.

School board
saves certified
teaching jobs

BY HEATHER GALE
FOR THE CHRONICLE

After months of discus-
sions and cuts, the Horry
County School District came
out on top with a surplus in
the budget and no teacher
layoffs.
Horry County school offi-

cials onMonday approved a
$503million comprehensive
budget that included amore
than $950,000 surplus in the
budget and placed teachers,
who could not be reassigned,
into substitute roles for one
year with full, certified pay
and benefits.
School boardmember Joe

DeFeo asked Superintendent
Cindy Elsberry during the
meeting if putting the teach-
ers who could not be reas-
signed into long-term
substitute wouldmake a
negative impact on the
budget.
Elsberry said the idea

would not cost the district
more. This move by the dis-
trict allows for no actual lay-
offs to occur.
At its most recentmeeting

the board approved carving
out 119 positions from the
budget, and its members
added one to the class size
formula in themiddle and
high schoolsMonday night.
Jeff Riddle had said that

most of the people in the po-
sitions would be reassigned,
but that a fewwould be left
without jobs.
This past year, the district

had to eliminate 169 posi-
tions throughout the district
to balance the budget, re-
sulting inmany gym teach-
ers beingmoved around and
other positions completely
eliminated.
Despite coming out on top

for the 2010-2011 school
year, the district faces heavy
cuts next year with an antici-
pated shortfall of $17mil-
lion.
“And that is just the begin-

ning,” said boardmember
Paul Peterson. “The state has
made cuts on top of cuts and
next year could be the same.
So we could see an even
larger shortfall.”
At the request of the

board, Elsberry presented a
proposal for balancing the
2011-2012 budget with the
idea that no additional rev-
enue would come to the dis-
trict.
Some of those ideas in-

cluded reducing teaching
positions for the “Gifted and
Talented” program, institut-
ing a seven-period instruc-
tional day formiddle and
high schools, reducing fine
arts and athletic programs,
reducing the number of se-
curity guards, ceasing to pay
for dual credit hours for pro-
grams like the Early College
High School and increasing
class size.
School boardmember

Harvey Eisner said he is not
going to be happy with the
cuts next year.
“Most of these things are

really heart wrenching,” he
said. “But with the shortfall,
something has to be done.”
Also during themeeting, a

large group of residents
came out to express their
distaste for the reassignment
of Ronnie Burgess, now-for-
mer principal at the Acad-
emy for the Arts, Science and
Technology.

Winifred Ann Anderson,
president of the Conway
Chapter of NAACP, andmany
other Burgess supports told
the board how disappointed
they were in the decision and
that Burgess was a great
principal.
Teal Britton, spokes-

woman for the district, said
the reasons behind all the
position reassignments
could not be revealed be-
cause they are personnel is-
sues.
The boardmembers were

also briefed on how they are
going to handle the protests
fromWestboro Baptist
Church at area schools Fri-
day.
“We have briefed the stu-

dents and worked with the
principals and law enforce-
ment and we believe we are
ready and prepared to expect
the unexpected,” said James
Bradley, executive director of
crisis management plans
and drills.

Board of Education approves
$503 million budget for 2011

Send your
sports news to
cfcnews@
sccoast.net
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