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THURSDAY

Rain/sleet, 30%
High 50, Low 42
FRIDAY
Rain, 30%
High 54, Low 39
SATURDAY
Rain, 30%
High 52, Low 38
SUNDAY
Rain, 30%
High 49, Low 30
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BY CHRIS MOWDER
THE BUSINESS JOURNAL

For many aspiring musi-
cians, two of the biggest barri-
ers standing in the way of
learning to play are time and
money. 

Luckily for Myrtle Beach res-
idents, Star Music Company,
801 Broadway St., is making it
easier for local music students
to get started by offering up
time to put on free group
music lessons for beginning
players. 

The first of these classes was
held on a recent Saturday af-
ternoon and drew a small, yet
enthusiastic group of students,
which ranged in age from
adults to elementary school
children. 

General manager Jon Cor-
nell said that while he expect-
ed a better turnout for the first
class, he knows the program is
still an experiment, and he be-
lieves kicking it off this time of
year will help it grow.

“For a lot of people, around
Christmas is when they start to
venture into music for the first
time,” he said. “We want to try
to make this a monthly or bi-
monthly thing here soon.”

Cornell sees the free session
as a good way to introduce
folks to the concept of playing
music.

“People can come in for free
and take sort of an introducto-
ry lesson,” he said. “It’s always
a good idea if you’re thinking

a

PHOTOS BY CHRIS MOWDER | THE BUSINESS JOURNAL

Michelle Jolly, left, watches as Mike McQuaig instructs the class. She brought her daughter  to the store for lessons and then decided to join in
herself on a guitar borrowed from the store. The store’s manager said many people become interested in playing music during the holidays.
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someone why you
should do
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Star Music offers free lessons
Company hopes to hook aspiring musicians during holiday season

Thursday

DECEMBER 16, 2010

VOL IV, No. 8

843-236-4810

www.thecarolinaforestchronicle.com
Waccamaw Publishers, Inc.

2510 Main St., Conway, SC 29526
Attention: Delivery

75 Cents

THISWEEK’S EDITION:
FOUR SECTIONS, 34 PAGES

Charges mounting for
triple shooting suspect
MB, River Oaks abductions follow similar pattern, records show
BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

AMyrtle Beach teen charged in
connection with a triple shooting in
the Carolina Forest area has also
been charged following a home inva-
sion that happened the night before
in Myrtle Beach.
Dmitry Delano Lawrence, 17, of

the 600 block of 20th Avenue North,
was charged Thursday with three

counts of attempted
murder, armed rob-
bery and kidnapping.
The charges stem

from a Dec. 3 incident
in which three juve-
niles were shot near
train tracks at the end
of Christie McAuliffe
Boulevard.

On the night before, two black
males invaded a Myrtle Beach man’s

home and robbed him at gunpoint,
according to a Myrtle Beach police
report from Dec. 2.
The victim, 51, identified Lawrence

as one of the robbers, according to
an arrest warrant obtained by the
Carolina Forest Chronicle.
“Victim advised officers that once

inside [the] apartment, assailants
pointed a gun at him and demanded

River Oaks,
Ten Oaks or
Pine Island
Elementary?
Group narrows list of
possible names to three

BY MATT MONTGOMERY
STAFFWRITER

Possible names for the
new Carolina Forest elemen-
tary school have been nar-
rowed to three.
At a recent meeting, an

Horry County Schools nam-
ing committee chose Pine Is-
land, River Oaks and Ten
Oaks as the three finalists.
The group reduced the list
from seven to three with a
vote.
“We got some good

names,” said Joe Burch, co-
ordinator of planning for the
school district. “The next
step is to narrow them down
and choose the best of the
bunch.”
Burch and the committee

agreed to survey Carolina

Forest residents in newslet-
ters sent home with stu-
dents, and they talked briefly
about posting a survey on-
line to get feedback.
The names are not final,

Burch said, but they’re the
ones the committee has
heard most frequently.
“As we’ve seen in the other

processes, names come and
go,” he said.
Each of the three final

names has historical signifi-
cance to the area. The name
Pine Island entails the 24-
mile manmade portion of
the IntracoastalWaterway
called the Pine Island Cut.
Ten Oaks, which is literally

a protected bunch of aged
oak trees visible from S.C. 31
near the Berkshire Forest
subdivision, gained new im-
portance last week with the
announcement of a park.
River Oaks signifies the

5.1-mile stretch of road con-
necting U.S. 501 to Interna-
tional Drive.

Standing with her attorney Barbara Pratt (left), Sherry Engel
breaks down in court as her sentence is read Wednesday.

MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Judge gives wife 30 years for
her role in husband’s death

BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

Sherry Engel will spend
at least the next 25 ½ years
in prison.
Circuit Court Judge

Larry Hyman sentenced
Engel, 54, to 30 years in

prison after she pled guilty
to accessory before the
fact of voluntary
manslaughter.
Engel must serve at least

85 percent of her sentence
before she’s eligible for pa-
role.
“I hope you serve every

day of [that sentence],”
Hyman said.
Engel had been charged

with murder, accessory be-
fore the fact of murder and
accessory after the fact of
murder.

Berkshire Forest woman testifies lover tortured her

ENGEL, A12

Lawrence

SHOOTING, A5

VETTING VOLUNTEERS

MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Socastee Library volunteer Sally Hall checks to make sure newly returned books are shelved properly. Hall and others say
volunteers are vital to helping county-run libraries - such as the one being built in Carolina Forest - function properly.

Volunteers could play vital role in Carolina Forest library
BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

N
otlong after a new commu-
nity playground opened,
more amenities are coming
to Carolina Forest.

At a ceremony scheduled for Dec.
15, Horry County officials planned to
break ground on a 21,000-square-foot

recreation center and 20,000-square-
foot library.
Both facilities will be built side-by-

side off Carolina Forest Boulevard
and are scheduled to be finished in
Spring 2012.
They’ll be located walking distance

from the new Palmetto Adventure
Land playground, which opened Nov.
20.

“We have thousands of folks living
in Carolina Forest now,” said Horry
County Council Chairwoman Liz
Gilland. “To put this facility where
everyone has access to it is wonder-
ful. This is a real multi-dimensional
complex.”
The rec center and library will cost

SCHOOL, A5LIBRARY, A2

� Online poll

Which of the three school
names do you prefer? Cast
your ballots on our website
at www.thecarolinaforest
chronicle.com.
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CHRISTMAS
TREE SAFETY:
Waterford Plantation community
columnist Carole vanSickler offers sev-
eral Christmas tree safety tips.

C2

DEBT SNOWBALL
REALLY PAYS OFF:
Dave Ramsey explains why paying
off debts from smallest to largest is
the smartest strategy.

C2

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

The Southgate home of Ron and Sabrina Clawson includes about 400 feet of lights as part of the family’s Christmas deco-
rations. Numerous blow-ups are also part of the display.

Darese and Tom Nichols’ Avalon home is decorated primari-
ly in white and blue lights.

The SpringLake East home of Daryll and Stacey Porfilio is
decorated with elegant white lights.

Cool
Christmas
Displays

Carolina Forest homes deck with the
boughs of holly this holiday season
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ASSISTANT EDITOR

No, your eyes were not
deceiving you if you saw a
grown man dancing on the
roof of his SpringLake East
home a few Sundays ago.
That was Daryll Porfilio,

putting up his family’s
Christmas froo-froo at their
home at 367 Blackberry.
“We had a Sunday free

and the weather was so
nice, and we brought him a
radio while he was putting
up decorations,” Stacey Por-
filio said about her hus-
band’s musical
demonstration.
“He started dancing on

the roof and my 16-year-old
daughter said, ‘Dad, no,
someone might go by,’ ’’ she
laughed.
The decorations did get

up, dance breaks notwith-
standing, and they’ll be
available to view until about
a week after 2011 dawns.

The Porfilio lights are en-
tirely white outside, which
Stacey Porfilio said was a
compromise.
“My husband wanted col-

ored lights, I wanted them
white, so we compromised.
“We did the outside all

white and we did the tree
inside all colors,” she said.
The chairs on the front

porch, decked out in snow-
man covers, are the only
concession to color on the
outside.
The reindeer on the lawn,

outlined in white of course,
move gracefully and are
complimented by the white

LIGHTS, C6

� Online video

To view video of cool
Christmas displays in Car-
olina Forest, visit our web-
site at
www.thecarolinaforest
chronicle.com.
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