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         December 6, 2009 
 
 
 
Dear Avalon Homeowners, 
 
 
 Your Avalon Board of Directors would like to wish you and your family a safe and 
happy holiday season. The Avalon community has been very fortunate this year despite the 
terrible economic conditions. The board has managed our money wisely and is weathering 
the storm just fine. We are not saying that the poor economy hasn’t affected the 
community, but Avalon is still solvent and very financially sound. Some other 
developments in Carolina Forest have been hit so hard by foreclosures and people unable to 
pay their dues that they have had to resort to special assessments to simply pay the bills. As 
we said before, Avalon is financially solvent and the board is hoping that through 
responsible spending that next year we will be able to go a second year with no dues 
increase!   
 

That being said, Avalon is again sponsoring a child this year through the Fostering 
Hope program. Santa will be at the Avalon amenities center on Sunday, December 13, 
2009 at 3:00pm and we are asking that you drop off a gift for a 2 year old boy at that time. 
Attached to this letter is a flier with his clothing sizes and what he really likes. Open up 
your heart for someone less fortunate than yourself this holiday season. Last year Avalon 
collected so much that it helped several children in the Fostering Hope program…let’s try 
to do it again this year! 

 
Several homeowners have inquired as to when we are going to start cutting back 

some of the wooded areas that border Avalon homes as was discussed in the newsletter this 
past March. We have run into a snag that we are currently working on. The South Carolina 
Forestry Commission has highly recommended trimming back 35-50 feet of the wetlands 
buffer that separates Avalon homes from the wetlands. The Forestry Commission prepared 
a fire study for the Avalon Board of Directors stating that the conditions for a forest fire 
around Avalon were prime and if the borders were not cleared away from the homes that 
they would have no protection buffer during a forest fire. The board presented the Forestry 
Commissions recommendations to the Army Corp of Engineers who control the wetlands 
and the wetlands buffer and they denied our request to trim. We have not given up and we 
are in the process of submitting another request on different grounds. 

 
Recently a homeowner reported seeing a “wolf” coming out of the woods at the end 

of Seneca Ridge. Wolves have been extinct in the most of the United States since the early  
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1900’s, so the likelihood of it being a wolf is almost zero. However, as we 
discussed in the September 2009 newsletter what the homeowner probably spotted was a 
coyote. Coyotes are VERY common in Horry County but prefer to keep their distance from 
humans. Also as we discussed, attacks from coyotes are extremely rare so just appreciate 
the privilege of seeing one in the wild and keep your distance.  

 

 
Coyote 

 
Many homeowners have noticed that there haven’t been many updates to the 

Avalon website for a while. Avalon homeowner Christine Potter designed our website and 
has been maintaining it since day-one for free. Several months ago Christine went back to 
college and between that and working she understandably hasn’t had time to work on our 
website. We have found a replacement for Christine so in the very near future the Avalon 
website will have a whole new look and again be regularly updated. The Avalon Board of 
Directors would like to sincerely thank Christine for the countless hours over all these 
years that she worked on the Avalon website. Your dedication to this community has been 
greatly appreciated. 

 
Finally the board would like to congratulate Luis and Lori Rodrigues at 2005 

Copper Creek Court (Lot# 301) for winning the 2009 holiday yard of the quarter! You may 
recall that Luis’ father at 2141 Seneca Ridge won for 1st Place for his decorations in 2006. 
Apparently the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree! 
 
Happy Holidays! 
 

                                                                     
                    Alex Best - Treasurer                                 Mike McGinnis - Vice President           

                                              
                  Cory VanNote - Secretary                Bill McGinnelly - Officer At Large 
 

                                                                          
                                                        Edward Stapleton – President 

_______________________________    ___________________________ 

_______________________________ 

________________________________
_ 

____________________________ 
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Fostering Hope is a not for profit organization that began in 2004 to 
provide support and services to improve the lives of foster children in our area.  

At Fostering Hope they understand that often times when children are 
brought into foster care they arrive with nothing but the clothes they are 
wearing. The establishment of The Fostering Hope Resource Center will assist 
case workers and families by providing many of the basic items needed for the 
children. This center is stocked with clothes, personal hygiene items, school 
supplies, toys, etc. These items are available at no charge to DSS or the 
children. At times of emergency assistance, a case worker can contact 
Fostering Hope and they can provide a suitcase with age appropriate clothes 
and supplies that can be picked up within a few hours.  

The children in foster care were down and out long before our economy 
began to lag. These children have done nothing to deserve the hand they have 
been dealt. When Christmas morning comes, they deserve the same love and 
care as our very own children.  

There is no better feeling available to us than to show a child 
unconditional love. Please help show these kids there are still people out there 
who love them. The need has never been greater.  

Also if you would like you may check out their web site 
www.fosteringhopeinc.com. If anyone is interested in becoming involved with 
Fostering Hope, please contact them at 843-254-8168. 
 

Below please find the information for the foster child that we are asking 
the residents of Avalon to help by sponsoring the needs of their wish list:  
 

2 YEAR OLD BOY - - -  
 

                                 Need list:                                     Wish List: 
 
                                Shoe size: 7                           Toy trucks and cars       
                                Shirt size 4T                           Finding Nemo DVDs          
                                Pant size 3T                           Anything Diego 
 
Residents can also donate cash which will be used to provide gift cards to the 
teens. Mall gift cards are great for older children.  
 

Fostering Hope's Resource Center is always in need for underwear, 
socks, clothing, jeans, sneakers, and personal hygiene for children of all ages.  
 

I am so excited that Avalon will be a part of this Carolina Forest 
Community event on Sunday December 13, 2009 at 3:00pm. Please let me know 
if you have any questions and please have the residents lookout for the article 
on Nov 17th in Carolina Forest Chronicle. 

  
Thanks again and I will see to you soon.  
Cindy 236-3304 


