
 
 
 
       
         December 1, 2008 
 
 
 
Dear Avalon Homeowner, 
 
 There are several items of importance that we want to bring to your attention 
including two very important safety alerts. The board members hate to start what 
should be a happy and festive letter off on a negative note, but this could affect the safety 
of our families. 
 
 Last summer at the amenities center (04/26/08) there was a person arrested by 
Excalibur Security for Trespassing after he snuck into the pool. He is a 21 year old white 
male, 5’10” tall and 175 pounds. He does not live in Avalon, but several miles away not 
far from the Hard Rock Park. He drives a bright red moped that is “sporty” looking. 
What caused the most issue for concern was that he was inside the pool area snapping 
photos of the children in their bathing suits. He was arrested, his moped towed, and 
subsequently found guilty by the courts. He has been warned that if he steps foot on the 
Avalon amenities center property again, he will be arrested. This is where the problem 
is…the amenities center is private property but the streets in Avalon are public roads. 
Being in Avalon on the streets is not against the law. Since his arrest he has been spotted 
several times in Avalon and each time was more disturbing than the last. On July 12th, 
2008 he was spotted on Silvercrest talking to a young girl. He asked her if she was going 
to the pool and if he could take some pictures of her. Someone called Excalibur Security 
and they arrived quickly and detained him. Horry County Police was then dispatched. 
After some questioning, the Horry County Police released him because he had not broken 
any laws. He was spotted in Avalon again three weeks ago (11-15-08). He stopped at a 
yard sale on Seneca Ridge and was asking questions about some children playing in the 
cul-de-sac. He was trying to find out their names and ages. He then bought coloring 
books and a pair of little girl's tights from the yard sale. The homeowner flagged down 
security a short time later because he had gotten a bad feeling, but the guy was gone. The 
board believes that this subject could be potentially dangerous and security needs to 
know when he is in the area so that we can keep an eye on him and be on alert. If you see 
him cruising around Avalon on his red moped, call Excalibur Security at 251-5015 and 
let them know he is in the neighborhood. Remember, driving on public streets is not 
against the law we just want security to know when he is in the neighborhood. 
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 The second alert involves a door-to-door salesman selling various meats from a 
refrigerated truck (Avalon is posted as "No Soliciting" and he could be arrested). He will 
knock and say, “I was in the neighborhood making a meat delivery and have some left 
over to sell at a discounted rate if you are interested". At the beginning of November this 
salesman was driving around Avalon knocking on doors. Excalibur Security caught him 
and made him leave with a warning not to come back. The board was later notified that 
there have been several home burglaries in Carolina Forest (most recently in Southgate) 
where the prime suspect is a guy going door to door selling meat! Apparently his "MO" is 
to sell meat to a resident while making himself familiar with the layout of the house all 
the while he is looking for valuables and electronics. If you see this guy going door-to-
door in Avalon call Excalibur Security at 251-5015. If Excalibur is not on duty, call the 
police. If you do see him, do not attempt to "capture" or confront him, let law 
enforcement handle it. This is a picture of a vehicle similar to the one he was driving. It 
has a refrigerated box in the tailgate of the pickup truck. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 When safety/security issues like these happen, it is essential that homeowners are 
alerted immediately. The Avalon Board of Directors would like to start an email 
“database” for emergency alerts. If you would like to be notified when things like this 
happen, email HOA President Ed Stapleton at stapey@sccoast.net and he will add you 
to the list. All you need to do is email him with the email address that you want to be 
notified at along with your name and lot number. You may want to include phone 
numbers incase phone notification is necessary because of internet unreliability. Your 
information will not be shared with anyone else and will only be used for Avalon related 
business. 
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 Now that these unpleasant issues have been discussed, let’s go forward with some 
positive things! 
 
 In October, applications for two vacant board positions were sent out and ballots 
were mailed out a short time later along with the invitation to the Avalon annual meeting.  
 
These were the final results of the election: 
 
Alex Best    171 
Bill McGinnelly  150 
Eileen Hochman  84 
Don Shupe   36 
Allen Olivo   32 
Jolyn Kuhn   16 
Dennis Gambuzza  15 
 
 HOA Treasurer Alex Best and HOA Officer-At-Large Bill McGinnelly both 
retained their positions on the board. The Avalon Board of Directors would like to thank 
everyone that participated in voting and the results show that you have confidence in the 
job that we are doing. None of us receive a dime for any of the work that we do nor do 
we receive any “perks” or special treatment. We simply do it to insure that Avalon  
remains a clean, safe, and happy place for all of us to live and raise our families. We want 
you to be able to say that you live in Avalon with pride. 
 Recently there were a lot of homeowners complaining about the fireworks in 
Avalon. They felt that fireworks were too dangerous because of the close proximity of 
the houses and the fact that we are surrounded by woods. The board felt that the only fair 
thing to do was to have the homeowners vote on whether they wanted Avalon to be 
considered a Fireworks Prohibited Zone. Letters were sent to every homeowner along 
with a yes or no ballot. The results were overwhelming and the homeowners spoke 
loudly. Of the homeowners responding, 201 homeowners wanted fireworks prohibited 
and 66 wanted to keep them. That is 75% in favor or prohibiting fireworks at Avalon. 
With the ballots in hand, the board requested a hearing before Horry County Counsel. 
The hearing was held on November 17, 2008 and Avalon was declared a fireworks free 
zone under state law 23-35-175, making it illegal (and arrestable) to light fireworks off in 
Avalon. A copy of the law is attached to this letter. The law requires at least two signs be 
posted in Avalon in conspicuous places, which have been ordered. 
 
 With the holidays upon us, the Avalon Board of Directors along with the Avalon 
Entertainment Committee has organized several holiday activities. On Sunday December 
7, 2008 at 2:00pm, Santa will be at the gazebo at the amenities center taking 
Christmas orders from all the little girls and boys! There will be hot cocoa, hot apple 
cider, and cookies served. At 3:30 the festivities will move to the entrance of Avalon 
where we will have the annual holiday decorating. This is always a lot of fun and 
homeowners look forward to it every year. We hope to see you there! 
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 The Avalon holiday yard of the quarter contest will be judged the evening of 
Sunday, December 7, 2008. The holiday yard of the quarter is judged solely on 
decorations. This is always a difficult decision to make because the competition is tough. 
Last year we started having a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place because there are so many 
homeowners participating. The first place winner receives a quarter free dues. The second 
place winner receives $100 off of their quarterly dues and the third place winner receives 
$50 off of their quarterly dues. Remember, the person with the most lights does not 
necessarily win…it must be tastefully done! Good luck to all those homeowners that are 
in the holiday spirit. 
 
 Finally (and maybe most importantly), in the spirit of the holidays your Avalon 
Board of Directors is asking that you help two local children in need. We have agreed for 
Avalon as a development to sponsor two children through the Fostering Hope program. 
There can be no greater feeling than giving to those less fortunate than you, especially 
during the holidays. Avalon HOA Treasurer Alex Best and Cindy Frunzi from Fostering 
Hope will both be at the Avalon Amenities Center on Sunday, December 7th from 2:00pm 
- 3:30pm while Santa is there to accept your unwrapped donations for the two foster 
children.  
 
 
This is a list of what the children need and have also asked for (their names are not given 
to protect privacy): 
 
Foster Child # 12 (3 yr old boy)  Foster Child # 4 (8 yr old girl)
Shoe size 8     Shoe size 6 
Shirt size 3T        Clothing/underwer size 12 
Pant size 4T 
Coat size 4T     Her Wish list: 
Underwear size 4    Books on animals 
      Anything Hanna Montana 
His Wish List:    Pink/Purple nightlight 
Number blocks    V-tech learning computer 
Big truck 
Cars 
He asked Santa to Surprise him 
 
 
 We are asking Avalon residents to get into the holiday spirit and pick some of the 
items that these children want and need. Don’t worry about if two Avalon residents both 
pick up the same item, there are a hundred other children that will be greatful to get it. 
We have attached a note that the board received to this letter from Cindy Frunzi 
explaining a little bit more what Fostering Hope is all about. 
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Your Board of Directors wishes you and yours a happy and safe holiday season! 
 
 
 

                                                                     
                    Alex Best - Treasurer                                 Mike McGinnis - Vice President           

   ___________________________ _______________________________ 

                                      
____________________________ 

                  Cory VanNote - Secretary            
 

                                                         _________________
                                                        Edward Stapleto
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________________________________

        
    Bill McGinnelly - Officer At Large 

     ______________             
n - President 



South Carolina Code Of Laws 
 

SECTION 23-35-175. Fireworks prohibited zones; Discharge of Fireworks Prohibited 
Agreements; extension of zones; posting of notice.  

(A) As used in this section:  

(1) "Fireworks" means ICC Class C Common Fireworks as defined and enumerated in Section 
23-35-10.  

(2) "Fireworks Prohibited Zone" means property designated through the processes in this 
section as an area in which fireworks are prohibited from being knowingly and wilfully 
discharged.  

(3) "Local governing body" means the governing body of a county or municipality.  

(4) "Managing authority" means a governing board of a condominium association.  

(5) "Subject property" means the property controlled by the owner, lessee, or managing 
authority for which a Discharge of Fireworks Prohibited Agreement has been filed.  

(B) It is unlawful to knowingly and wilfully discharge fireworks from, in, or into a Fireworks 
Prohibited Zone. A person who knowingly and wilfully discharges fireworks from, in, or into a 
Fireworks Prohibited Zone is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be punished:  

(1) for a first offense by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or imprisonment for not 
more than thirty days; and  

(2) for a second and subsequent offense by a fine of not more than two hundred dollars or 
imprisonment for not more than thirty days.  

(C) An owner, a lessee, or managing authority of real property may establish a Fireworks 
Prohibited Zone by:  

(1) filing a Discharge of Fireworks Prohibited Agreement with the law enforcement agency 
having jurisdiction over the subject property; and  

(2) posting at least two signs or placards in conspicuous locations on the subject property. 
These signs or placards must be posted to be visible from any street or thoroughfare the 
subject property abuts and any public land sharing a common boundary with the subject 
property. The signs or placards must measure not less than twelve inches by twelve inches 
and bear the following inscription:  

"DISCHARGE OF FIREWORKS PROHIBITED  

VIOLATORS WILL BE PROSECUTED"  

In addition to the inscription, the signs or placards must identify the subject property for 
which the Discharge of Fireworks Prohibited Agreement has been filed and, if applicable, 
any adjoining public property to which the local governing body has extended the 
Fireworks Prohibited Zone as provided in this section.  
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