
 
 
     
 
        September 1, 2008 
 
 
Dear Avalon Homeowner, 
 
 Your Avalon Board of Directors has a lot of new and exiting things to share with you. 
There are several very important Avalon issues so please take the time to review this letter. 
 

The annual Avalon homeowner’s barbecue has been scheduled for October 11, 2008 
from 1:00 to 4:00. Todd House will again cater this year’s barbecue. They did such a 
phenomenal job last year that we have asked them back again (www.todd-house.com). 
Attached to this letter is an RSVP that must be sent in if you wish to attend the barbecue. 
Last year there were several homeowners that came to the barbecue that had not sent in an 
RSVP and were turned away. The amount of food ordered is based on the amount of RSVPs 
received, so please don’t forget to send it in. We would also like to remind you that the 
annual barbecues are paid for with fine/late fee money, not budget money. 

 
We have included a self-addressed envelope for your convenience for two reasons. 

First, the RSVP for the barbecue can be returned to Wright Management easier. It can be 
mailed to Wright Management in the provided envelope or faxed to (843) 839-9810. 
Secondly (attached to the RSVP) we have included an official ballot for the Avalon 
homeowners to vote on whether fireworks should be officially banned from the community. 
In the weeks leading up to the 4th of July, there was a lot of controversy over fireworks. 
Many homeowners were concerned about the possibility of a fire being started. Being 
surrounded by dry woods, many homeowners are terrified of another fire. Two independent 
studies from the Army Corp of Engineers and Wildlife Action Inc. said that the woods 
around Avalon will burn again; it is inevitable because the conditions are right. The 
homeowners were informed that fireworks were going to be considered a nuisance under the 
Avalon Covenants and Restrictions. Despite that, a handful of homeowners felt that their fun 
was more important than the community’s safety and lit off fireworks anyway. What the 
board is going to do is put it to a vote. If the majority of homeowner wants fireworks banned, 
we will petition Horry County to make Avalon a fireworks-free prohibited zone. What that 
means is that it will be illegal to light of fireworks in Avalon. Many Avalon residents have 
not forgotten the forest fire that drove some Avalon homeowners to evacuate and how it 
smoldered for months. So please remember to send in your vote along with the barbecue 
RSVP. Even if you can’t attend the barbecue, it is important to mail in your vote. If you are a 
property investor or an absentee homeowner, it is important to protect your investment from 
fire.  
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http://www.todd-house.com/


There is also an Avalon annual meeting coming up on October 16, 2008 where two 
board positions will be up for election. They are currently occupied by Alex Best (treasurer) 
and Bill McGinnelly (Officer at Large) who both will be running for election. You may recall 
that Alex stepped in when Vince Gagliano died and Bill stepped in when another board 
member moved away. You will be receiving a package in the next few weeks with 
applications for anyone else interested in running. Once all applications are received, ballots 
will be sent out to all homeowners prior to the October 16 annual meeting. We strongly 
encourage all homeowners to mail in their proxy votes. We also strongly encourage as many 
homeowners to attend the annual meeting as possible. 

 
In the last letter to the homeowners, the board informed you that we were having a 

moderate problem with homeowners that were delinquent in their dues. A recommendation 
was made by the Advisory Committee that we change the color of the amenities passes to red 
and only issue them to homeowners that are in good standing. Homeowners not in good 
standing would not be allowed access to any Avalon amenity. All of a sudden, payments 
started coming in like crazy! It was so successful that currently there are only 14 houses that 
are delinquent. All of them have been turned over to the Avalon attorney for collections and 
liens are being placed on the home if payment is not received. The Avalon Board of 
Directors is very pleased with the new numbers…. 14 delinquent homeowners out of 738 
houses are less than 2%. In fact, this strategy was so successful we are going to issue new 
amenities passes every year. The Avalon community is supported by dues payments made by 
the homeowners and the board did not feel that it was fair for some homeowners not to pull 
their own weight. 

 
One of the new issues that the board has been dealing with is the condition of the 

ponds. Avalon has 15 ponds ranging from very small to quite large. The ponds that don’t 
have much movement started growing large amounts of algae and need help. The chemical 
that we have used for years has become ineffective and we brought in an expert from 
Clemson extension to evaluate the situation. He has recommended a new chemical that is 
more aggressive and more environmentally friendly. We are expecting the ponds to clear up 
very quickly. We are aware that there is a problem and we are working on it. 

 
One of the long-term goals that the Avalon Board of Directors has is the education of 

the homeowners and their children about nature. Avalon is located in the middle of the 
Carolina Bays and there are many unique species of plants and animals only indigenous to 
this area. Avalon is also a little more than a mile from the Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage 
Preserve. That is a protected area that is managed by the South Carolina Department of 
Natural Recourses. We have included a brochure with this letter explaining about the 
preserve and the area that Avalon is located in. Avalon has formed a strong relationship with 
Wildlife Action Inc. (WLA) which is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving nature 
(http://www.wildlifeaction.com). Wildlife Action Inc. owns the 480 acres that borders the 
entire east side of Avalon. The Avalon community is made up of a diverse group of people 
from all over the country. Most of Avalon was once a swamp that Beazer filled in to build 
houses. The animals, plants, and insects still surround Avalon and many homeowners are 
fearful because they just don’t understand the delicate ecosystem. For example, when some 
homeowners encounter a snake the first thing they want to do is kill it. They don’t understand 
that 98% of the local snakes are harmless and some of them even eat the poisonous snakes! 
Another example is the black bear…Carolina Forest has one of the largest black bear 
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populations in the state. In the fall, Avalon homeowners begin seeing more and more bears 
because they are desperately foraging for food to “fatten up” for winter. Most people don’t 
understand that black bears are extremely frightened of humans and attacks on humans are 
very rare. Black bears only attack when cornered, threatened, or wounded. The black bear’s 
first line of defense is to turn and run. In fact, no injuries or deaths have ever been attributed 
to black bears in South Carolina. Last year there was a bear that came almost every day to the 
field next to the pool to eat grass. If you do see a bear do not approach, just enjoy watching 
from a distance. During the fall, black bears will empty bird feeders and tip over trashcans 
searching for food. Included in this mailing is a brochure from the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) about black bears and what to expect. The 
Avalon Board of Directors has invited black bear expert Deanna Ruth from SCDNR to speak 
at the annual meeting on October 16th. We have also invited snake expert Ryan Reed from 
Wildlife Action Inc. to set up a snake display at the Avalon barbecue on October 11th. He 
will have many live species of snakes indigenous to South Carolina that are both poisonous 
and non-poisonous. Many of the live snakes that he will present were actually captured in 
Avalon! This is an excellent opportunity for Avalon homeowners and their children to learn 
about the local species of snakes. Wildlife Acton Inc. has also invited the Avalon 
homeowners to Pioneer Day 2008 on September 27th, 2008 at 10:00AM. It will be held at the 
Academy for The Arts, Science, and Technology (across from Ocean Bay Middle School). 
There is an invitation attached to this letter.   

The Avalon Entertainment Committee has been working hard to come up with fun 
family events for the community and we have attached the upcoming schedule. This is an 
excellent opportunity for new homeowners to meet their neighbors and make new friends and 
also an excellent opportunity for established homeowners to socialize with old friends. 

Over the last few years, many Avalon homeowners have had a hard time growing and 
maintaining their lawns, Avalon homeowner Mary Ann Selee from 418 Dandelion arranged a 
lawn seminar on Saturday, September 27th at 10:00AM. It will be held at the Avalon 
Amenities Center. Mrs. Selee was able to get Horticulture Expert Gary Forrester from 
Clemson Extension to teach the seminar. We have attached a handout to this letter with more 
information. The seminar will be very informative and best of all, it is FREE. The Board of 
Directors also encourages anyone interested in joining the Avalon Gardening Club to contact 
Jimmy Dorsey at 903-0312 or Mary Ann Selee at 903-0577. 

Finally, the Avalon Board of Directors would like to congratulate Christopher & 
Jennifer Maxim from 2344 Seneca Ridge for winning Avalon Yard of the Quarter. You have 
a beautiful yard! 

                                                                     
                    Alex Best - Treasurer                                 Mike McGinnis - Vice President           

   ___________________________ _______________________________ 

                                      
____________________________ 

                  Cory VanNote - Secretary            
 

                                                         _________________
                                                        Edward Stapleto
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________________________________

        
    Bill McGinnelly - Officer At Large 

     ______________             
n - President 


