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CAROLINA FOREST — S.C. Department of Natural Resources agents removed a 7-
foot alligator from a pond in the Avalon subdivision off Carolina Forest Boulevard on Friday afternoon.

Avalon resident Fred W. Thode called DNR after seeing a large alligator carrying what appeared to be
a large dog.

Thode said he watched the alligator swimming at one end of the pond near a cul-de-sac, a few yards
from two houses, and said he clearly saw it carrying a large animal. "A gator got [an animal]
yesterday," Thode said. "It could be the same one."

The alligator was resting mostly submerged near the pond's edge when Dennis Matherly, an alligator
control agent licensed by DNR, and his assistant, Chip Collins, arrived.

Matherly used a large fishing pole fitted with a metal weight with three large hooks to snag the alligator.

After a short struggle,
Matherly and Collins pulled the reptile onto land, where it released the animal it held in its jaws.

Collins said the creature was probably an otter the alligator had "been carrying around for three or four
days."

The capture seemed to go smoothly for Matherly and Collins, who were assisted by DNR law
enforcement officer Coop Chavis. "Don't try it at home," Matherly said.

Matherly said the alligator's jaws close with 1,500 pounds of pressure per square inch. "Sixty-five psi
will break human bones," he said.

DNR receives more than 750 nuisance alligator calls each year, but action is only taken to remove
alligators longer than 6 feet. Smaller alligators are not viewed as a threat.

"Gators like this one have lost their fear of people and are dangerous," Matherly said. "But this one
won't be wasted."

Matherly is one of three agents in South Carolina licensed to kill alligators and sell the meat and skins.

Thode and other Avalon residents say there is at least one other alligator in the pond, and some say it
is bigger than the one removed Friday.

A handful of residents, including a young boy who says he fishes in the pond all the time, stopped to
tell Matherly about the second alligator. It's "a whole lot bigger," the boy said.
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