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More than 3,000 wildfires and brush fires burn across South Carolina each year, according to 
recent statistics from the South Carolina Forestry Commission. 
 

Now, more efforts are moving forward to reduce wildfire fuel in the Carolina Forest area of Horry 
County. The growing community is a hot-spot for wildfires because of its geographical layout and 
the vegetation growing in the area.  
 

A sign posted on a plot of private land near the Sawgrass East subdivision on Carolina Forest 
Boulevard marks the most recent wildfire fuel reduction effort in the area. A similar wildfire fuel 
reduction effort took place on US-501 near the Tanger Outlets by Meadow Wood Services.  
 

Horry County Spokeswoman Lisa Bourcier tells News13 the county has had no role in the 
reduction campaign. She noted the land was privately-owned and a private company was 
completing the work. 
 

Despite no involvement, Horry County Fire Rescue officials applaud the project.  
 

“It says let's take the initiative. Let's go in there and do fuel mitigation. Let's create a plan so if we 
do have a wildfire come up on here it gives all of us a better opportunity – a better chance – to 
hopefully control it where it doesn't take houses and do the damage it normally would," Capt. Tim 
Rainbolt, of Horry County Fire Rescue, said.  
 

Rainbolt says more wildfire fuel reduction projects are needed after a slow, wet wildfire season this 
year. He says large amounts of precipitation in 2014 have lowered the number of prescribed and 
controlled burns across the area.  
 

“Now you have the downed fuel which builds more and more, so if something does go in an area 
that's not more managed, it's going to have more fuel, which leads to more intense fires, which 
could lead to harder problems to get it under control," he explained. 
 

People like Vito Marchiano understand that threat. The 2011 Hornet Fire burned a few doors down 
from his home in the Avalon subdivision of Carolina Forest.  
 

“Seeing the fire trucks coming up and down - all of the actual ash that was falling through," he 
remembered. "It started getting really serious day after day after day.” 
 
Marchiano says he fully supports more wildfire fuel reduction efforts in the Carolina Forest area, 
and since the Hornet Fire, has made sure his house is less prone to fire.  


