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         December 1, 2012 
Dear Avalon Homeowner, 
 

There are two upcoming Avalon events that we would like to remind you about: 
 

First, Santa will be coming to Avalon this upcoming Sunday, December 16th, 2012 from 1:00pm 
to 3:00pm. Santa will be at the Avalon amenities center. The Avalon Board of Directors would like to 
give a HUGE thank you to Avalon homeowner Terry Baker (Seneca Ridge) for volunteering to be our 
Santa for the past 4 years. Terry does a tremendous job!  

  

 
 
Here at Avalon we have started a tradition of looking out for others that are less fortunate than 

us at this the time of year for giving. This will be the fifth consecutive year that we will be sponsoring 2 
children through the Fostering Hope program. We will have a Fostering Hope drop-off point at the 
Avalon amenities center while Santa is visiting. In years past, Avalon Board member Alex Best 
coordinates with the people at Fostering Hope and personally delivers all the items that Avalon collects 
to them. This year Alex has passed the torch to his daughter Emilee Best who is coordinating the entire 
event. 

 
This year the children are two brothers. They are ages 8 and 9 and both have the same things 

on their lists…...toys and books. The boys have very little and what Avalon provides them might be all 
they get for Christmas this year…..we won’t let them down. 
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The second event is the annual Avalon holiday lights contest. The contest is not judged solely 

on the amount of lights, it must be tastefully done. The judging will take place on Sunday, December 
16th, 2012 between the hours of 7:00pm and 9:00pm. Also, just because a homeowner has won 
previously for holiday decorations doesn’t mean they can’t win again.  
 
The winners receive:  
 
1st Place Free Dues For One Quarter ($174 Value)  
 
2nd Place $100 Off Next Dues  
 
3rd Place $50 Off Next Dues  
 

 
 

2011 First Place Winner 
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On October 29th, 2012 the Avalon annual meeting was held at the HTC building at the corner of 

Carolina Forest Blvd & River Oaks Blvd. At the annual meeting on October 29th the votes were counted 
by neutral volunteer homeowners and the election was certified for two (2) positions on the Avalon 
Board of Directors. The results were as follows:  
 
Alex Best - 150 
Bill McGinnelly - 146   
Al Olivo - 102 
 
Alex and Bill accepted the re-elected positions and the board will remain unchanged. 
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There are also two projects that the Avalon HOA is in the process of working on. We have 
broken ground on a new regulation size volleyball court at the amenities center. Homeowners have 
been suggesting/requesting a volleyball court for quite some time and we have finally decided on a 
location to put it. The volleyball court will be paid for out of fine money collected, not dues. We have 
researched many ideas and layouts and have settled on something similar to the design below. 
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 The other project has been in the works for nearly four years. On April 7, 2009 the Avalon Board 
of Directors met with members of the Horry County Fire Department and the South Carolina Forestry 
Commission to conduct a fire assessment of the development. We drove around Avalon as the Forestry 
Commission officers took notes. A few weeks later the board received their report and their 
assessment stated: The Fire Hazard Risk For Avalon is HIGH. Their primary recommendation was to 
create 60 foot fuel mitigation buffer zones between the homes and the forest. In laymen’s terms, a fuel 
mitigation zone is created by removing combustible materials (forest growth) away from homes. This 
also provides the fire department “defensible space” between the homes and the forest increasing 
their chances of saving homes. The fuel mitigation area is created by using a tractor with a grinding 
wheel on the front. This wheel grinds up everything in its path and turns it into natural mulch on the 
ground. Only the undergrowth will be removed and any living tree over 5 inches thick will be left 
standing. 
 
 The Army Corp of Engineers has control of the wetland forests around Avalon and did not want 
the undergrowth removed. The Avalon Board of Directors has been in negotiations with the Army Corp 
for the last 3 ½ years and on September 5th, 2012 we received written permission for the fuel 
mitigation zones and the removal of undergrowth. Your Avalon Board of Directors applied for a grant 
through The South Carolina Forestry Commission to have the work done and we are extremely excited 
to announce that it was approved. The South Carolina Forestry Commission is going to pay for a 60 foot 
fuel mitigation buffer zone to be created for every Avalon home that needs it and the undergrowth to 
be removed without any expense to our community! In exchange, after all the initial work is completed 
the board has agreed to a yearly maintenance schedule to ensure the undergrowth doesn’t grow back. 
 
 It is also very important that you understand if a 60 foot buffer is created in your back yard 
between your home and the woods you are not permitted to disturb the cleared area. This is still 
protected wetlands and the buffer is only being created to help prevent your house from burning 
down. You cannot do anything with this cleared area except enjoy the beauty of the woods.  
 
This is what you need to know: 
 

1) If you have woods in your back yard then you will be receiving a letter from the board. 
 

2) If there are no woods in your back yard then this will not affect you. 
 

3) If you receive the letter from the board and already have 60 feet of space between the back 
of your home and the woods then this will not affect to you. 
 

4) If you have less than 60 feet between your home and the woods and you want the 
undergrowth removed from the woods in your back yard then do nothing. By not responding 
to the letter you receive then the Avalon Board of Directors will assume you want the work 
done (at no expense to you) and we will proceed with the removal. Undergrowth removal 
will begin after January 1st, 2013 and we will try to post flyers on your door a few days before 
work will begin. 
 

5) If you have less than 60 feet between your home and the woods and you don’t want the 
undergrowth removed then you must contact Wright Management at (843) 839-9888 before 
December 31st, 2012 to prevent the work from being performed. 
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Lastly, homeowners that attended the Avalon 7th annual barbecue stuffed themselves on Sticky 
Finger’s barbecue and the kids had a blast at the petting zoo and pony rides. The petting zoo and 
pony rides were provided by Christy Jordan from Conway. Christy’s contact info and more photos 
can be found on the Avalon website at www.avalonatcarolinaforest.com. It was the largest 
barbecue turn out to date! 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

http://www.avalonatcarolinaforest.com/
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Your Avalon Board of Directors wishes you a happy and safe holiday season! 
 
 
 

                                                                            
                    Alex Best - Treasurer                                  Mike McGinnis - Vice President       
 

            
          
 
 

 Charlie Calvert - Secretary     Bill McGinnelly - Officer At Large 
 
 
                                                                          
  
 
                                                           Edward Stapleton – President 
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