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Dear Avalon Homeowner,  

 

As you have probably already noticed after receiving your dues coupon book, your 

Avalon board of directors is proud that for the 9th straight year there will be no increase in dues 

for the 2017-2018 fiscal year. Your current Board of Directors; Ed Stapleton, Mike McGinnis, 

Charlie Calvert, Jeanine Powalie, and Alex Best will continue volunteering our personal time to 

ensure Avalon remains a beautiful and safe place for all of us to live. 

Every year since 2005 the Avalon HOA has had a barbecue in the first weeks of October 

to correspond with the end of summer and the closing of the pool. The barbecue has always been 

funded with fine money or late fees collected throughout the year, never from dues or from the 

reserve fund. Money collected from fines or late fees is not money that is used for any purpose 

other than neighborhood events like the Easter Egg Hunt, the summer Ice Cream Social, the 

Annual Barbecue, the Santa Claus visit, or small improvement projects.  

On October 8th of last year Hurricane Matthew slammed into South Carolina and did a lot 

of damage in Avalon which is still evident today when you notice the 18 missing oak trees. The 

massive clean-up effort took over a month and we are still seeding the bald spots lefts by the 

missing trees. The HOA insurance policy covers damage at the amenities center (including the 

structures) and our common areas but no insurance policy pays for clean-up after a storm or the 

loss of trees. The money for the clean-up had to come from our reserve fund which is why it is 

there in the first place, to cover unforeseen repairs or emergencies. Our reserve fund is still very 

well-funded, but less than it was a year ago. It is for that reason that the board has decided not to 

have the barbecue this year and is moving some of funds from the fine money/late fee account to 

the reserves to put the balance back up to where we had it last year. The board feels that this is 

the smart thing to do because although the barbecue is a lot of fun, it is a luxury. Even if we 

didn’t transfer this fine money, the reserve fund is still in good shape and would be back up to 

last year’s totals in a couple of years. However, the board thought the smarter thing to do would 

be to skip the barbecue this year and re-fund the reserves right away. We think it is better to play 

it safe when it comes to our reserves because you never know when something else could 

happen…like another bad hurricane! Please do not take the canceling of the barbecue as a sign 

that something is wrong because that is the furthest thing from the truth, the “Avalon budget and 

funds are in fantastic shape” (that is a direct quote from the independent auditor at last year’s 

annual meeting). Simply put, the board will always lean on the side of being financially 

conservative with money and if cancelling the barbecue will quickly put us back where we want 

to be then that is the right thing to do. The other Avalon activities like the Easter Egg Hunt, the 

summer Ice Cream Social, and the Santa Claus visit will still go on as usual. 
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The 2017 Avalon Annual Ice Cream Social was a success as always with lots of happy 

and smiling people….who doesn’t like free ice cream! 
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 The weather gave us a break and we were able to paint the basketball court and install 
the new bike rack. 
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The board wants to remind you to be a good neighbor and clean up after your pet. 
There is nothing more disrespectful then allowing your pet to poop on someone else’s lawn or 
a common area and then walk away and leave it. The HOA provides plenty of dog poop bag 
stations throughout the development and pays for them to remain stocked. There is no excuse 
for not cleaning up after your pet except laziness. It is not only against the rules not to clean up 
after your pet, it is against the law. Some residents are so fed-up with people not cleaning up 
after their pet that they have been following the violator’s home and then returning with the 
dog poop to leave them a little gift on their front porch. The only way this will stop is if people 
speak up when they see it happen. If you witness a resident walking their dog and it poops in 
somebody’s yard and they walk away, call them out on it. Tell them that that is disgusting and 
to clean it up. If you are not comfortable with confronting someone about leaving dog poop 
then call security. 

 
 

The issue isn’t only with dogs, it applies to cats as well. It is against the rules and against 
the law to allow any pet to “run at large” and deposit excrement on anyone else’s property 
other than the pet owner’s.  
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 Some people may have noticed the new style garbage trucks that Waste Industries has 
started using in Avalon. There are specific instructions for placing your can by the street during 
trash day and a brochure was mailed to each house. In case you didn’t receive one there is a 
copy below.  
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 Finally, CONGRATULATIONS to Vito & Lorie Marchiano at 4057 Blackwolf Drive for 
winning the June Yard of the Quarter. This entitles the Marchiano’s to one (1) quarter of free 
dues! 
 

 
 
 
 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
               Mike McGinnis - Vice President             Alex Best - Secretary 

 
 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Charles Calvert - Officer at Large           Jeanine Powalie - Treasurer 

 
 

______________________________ 
Edward Stapleton - President 




