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December 1, 2017  
 

Santa will be making an appearance at the Avalon amenities center on Saturday, December 
9th, 2017 from 11:00am until 1:00pm. You are free to take as many photos as you like with your 
own camera. Refreshments and hot cocoa will be available. This will be the 9th straight year that 
Santa has taken time out of his busy schedule to visit Avalon! Weather permitting, the event will 
take place at the gazebo in the parking lot. 

 

 
Photo from Avalon’s 2016 Santa Claus Visit at the Amenities Center 

 

For the 10th consecutive year in Avalon, our neighborhood will be sponsoring 2 children 
through the Fostering Hope program. We will have a Fostering Hope drop-off point at the Avalon 
amenities center while Santa is visiting. Alex Best and daughter Emilee are coordinating with the 
people at Fostering Hope and will be delivering the items that Avalon collects to them. This year 
the children are a brother and sister, Jayden (9 years old) and Carrie (4 years old). These kids have 
very little and what Avalon provides them might be all they get for Christmas this year…..we won’t 
let them down! Please don’t worry about duplicating gifts; if two homeowners buy the same gift 
there are literally hundreds of other children in need that will be grateful for your gift. Fostering 
Hope is trying to assist many, many children in Horry County that will not be receiving anything for 
Christmas this year. On the next page is Jayden’s and Carrie’s Christmas list. 
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Child #1  
Name: Jayden Age: 9 Gender: Male 
Wish list 
1. Star Wars (especially Kylo Ren) 
2. Enjoys reading (Star Wars-beginner chapter books) 
3. Lego’s 
4. Games for a Nintendo DS Lite (E-rated) 
5. Basketball 
 

Child# 2 
Name: Carrie Age: 4 Gender: Female 
Wish list 
1. Frozen Toys, Dolls 
2. Kitchen/Play Food 
3. Tea Set 
4. Enjoys reading (Prekindergarten level) 
5. Games for a Nintendo DS Lite (E-rated) 
 

This year, the December Yard of the Quarter judging will take place on Sunday, December 
17th, 2017 between the hours of 7:00pm and 9:00pm. Your holiday lights must be turned on 
during this time period to be considered. The contest is based solely on holiday decorations. 
However, just because your home can be seen from the moon doesn’t mean you will automatically 
win; the lights must be tastefully done. Also, homeowners that have won previously for holiday 
decorations are still eligible to win again!  

 

The winners receive:  
1st Place - Free Dues for One Quarter ($174 Value)  
2nd Place - $100 Off Next Dues  
3rd Place - $50 Off Next Dues  
 

 
2016 1st Place Yard of the Quarter Winner 



 3 

On Wednesday, October 18th, 2017 the Avalon annual meeting was held at the HTC 
building at the corner of Carolina Forest Blvd & River Oaks Blvd. The meeting was very positive and 
residents came up with some good suggestions. At the annual meeting votes were counted by 
neutral volunteer homeowners and the election was certified for three (3) positions on the Avalon 
Board of Directors.  
 

The results were as follows:  
 

Ed Stapleton   183 (Won Re-Election)  
Janene Powalie  161 (Won Re-Election)  
Charles Calvert  122 (Won Re-Election 
Scott McCarthy  77 
David Rowland  73 
 
 

          
 
 One of the projects that the board is going to tackle over the next couple of months is 
drainage at the playground area. Any time there is rain (even a little) the area between the pavilion 
and playground floods. The board is going to have a French-drain installed that will move the water 
away from the area and down a swale towards the woods.  
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 Another one of the upcoming projects that the board is going to tackle will be some 
maintenance on a couple of the ponds where weeds and other aquatic plants have taken over. 
Now is the time to do it because the snakes and alligators are hibernating! If you see workers in 
one of the ponds this is all they are doing. 
 
 

 
  

 The South Carolina Forestry Commission has once again approved grant money for Avalon 
to conduct fuel mitigation (brush clearing) in the wooded areas that abut most homes. It was 
brought up in the annual meeting that a couple of areas on Seneca Ridge were missed last year so 
we will do our best to make sure all areas that are capable of brush clearing are done.  
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 Recently on social media there was some confusion and debate about a couple of issues at 
the amenities center. The first issue that confused some people was what the parking lot is 
supposed to be used for. Of course during the daytime the parking lot is for visiting the pool or one 
of the other amenities. The lot can be also be used for overflow parking if your driveway doesn’t 
have enough space to accommodate residents in your home or invited guests. The lot is NOT a 
place to store vehicles. The sign at both entrances of the amenities center states “Temporary 
Overnight Parking – Any Vehicle That Does Not Move For 48 Hours Will Be Towed At The Owners 
Expense”.     

 
 
The other issue confusing some people was what time the amenities center closes at night. Many 
years ago we were having trouble with vandalism at the amenities center so the Advisory 
Committee voted to close the grounds after dark. Thankfully, this greatly reduced the incidents 
that were occurring. It is also not safe to be playing on the playground equipment in the dark. The 
sign at both entrances of the amenities center states “Grounds Close After Dark”. 
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This is the time of year where sneak-thieves go Christmas shopping in your cars while you 
are fast asleep. They are usually 14-19 years old and hit neighborhoods between 2:00am and 
4:00am. Sometimes they walk to nearby neighborhoods if they don't have transportation and 
sometimes they can drive. They almost always carry a backpack or knapsack to carry their stolen 
loot. They definitely wear dark clothing and usually wear a hoodie to cover their head and face if 
needed. They are excellent at hiding in the shadows especially when they see cars coming. They 
love really cold and rainy weather because they know nobody will be out and the chances of them 
getting caught are slim. The police and security can’t be everywhere at once so you need to be pro-
active to keep yourself from being a victim; make sure your car doors are locked at night before 
you go to bed; make sure before you go to bed that all the doors in your house are locked and your 
garage is closed; keep the front of your house well-lit at night; be good neighbors and look out for 
each other’s safety and property; and finally, if you see something suspicious then call Phoenix 
Security and 911 if necessary. It is better to call and be wrong then to not call at all. 

Your Avalon Board of Directors wants to wish all Avalon residents to have a safe, happy, and 
joyful holiday season filled with peace and good health! 

 
 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
               Mike McGinnis - Vice President             Alex Best - Secretary 

 
 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Charles Calvert - Officer at Large           Jeanine Powalie - Treasurer 

 
 

______________________________ 
Edward Stapleton 




