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         June 1, 2010 
 
Dear Avalon Homeowner, 
 
 Your Avalon Board of Directors is happy to announce that after an exhaustive effort 
crunching the upcoming budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year, there will once again be no 
dues increase. The board takes great pride in the fact that we are very frugal with the Avalon 
finances and approach every financial decision with the question: Is this a want or is this a 
need? While many local and national HOAs are floundering in these tough economic times, 
we want you to know that Avalon is in outstanding financial shape and has substantial 
funding in our reserve account. The board is also proud that we have been able to keep the 
dues at Avalon one of the lowest in the area. We feel that for $58.00 per month, the Avalon 
homeowner is getting a bargain for their dollar. For that monthly fee you are receiving 
weekly trash pick-up with free recycling, a security patrol, maintenance of a junior Olympic 
pool, street lights, maintenance of a beautiful entrance, a property management company, 
maintenance of extensive fields and playground, a website, pond maintenance, and many 
other little things that go unnoticed. We would also like to remind you that improvements 
and activities at Avalon are not paid for with dues money, they are always paid for through 
violations and late fees. If a homeowner were to receive a violation fine or a late fee for some 
reason, that money is going right back into the community for the annual barbecue, ice cream 
party, or one of many improvements. The board would like to thank the members of the 
Avalon Finance Committee for their input and especially member Bo Ives for his hard work 
throughout the year. 
 

The board would like to make you aware that the new Avalon website is now up and 
running. We encourage you to save it in your favorite websites and check it frequently. We 
will be updating it regularly and the Avalon homeowner can find a lot of useful information 
there. You can find every newsletter and memo ever written. There are also newspaper 
articles pertaining to Avalon from the Sun News and the Carolina Forest Chronicle. There 
are tons of photos from Avalon events and Beazer brochures for Avalon before the first home 
was even built. The website address is still the same as it has always been 
www.avalonatcarolinaforest.com.  

 
We would like to remind you that if you want to receive emergency Avalon updates 

and activities notifications then email HOA President Ed Stapleton with your address and lot 
number to stapey@sccoast.net.                                                                                        
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On May 2nd, 2010 around 4:00 a.m. approximately a dozen vehicles in Avalon were 

broken into and an SUV was stolen. Various items of value such as iPods, radar detectors, 
purses, Mp3 players were taken. Many homeowners felt violated and angry that someone 
would steal what they worked so hard to earn. Excalibur Security was already gone for the 
night when the break-ins occurred and were made aware of them when they came on duty the 
next day. From the first day Excalibur Security was hired in Avalon (April 28, 2005) the 
Avalon board wanted them to patrol in a manor known as “community policing”. 
Community policing or neighborhood policing is: a policing strategy and philosophy based 
on the notion that community interaction and support can help control crime and reduce 
fear, with community members helping to identify suspects, detain vandals and bring 
problems to the attention of police. Excalibur officer Lieutenant Mike Wear immediately 
started investigating the break-ins and started asking the neighborhood kids what they have 
heard. Over the next week Lt. Wear was able to identify the names and descriptions of two 
suspects (neither of which live in Avalon). Lt. Wear coordinated with the county police to be 
watching for the suspects.  

 
On May 11th, 2010 Lt Wear spotted one of the suspects in Avalon and contacted the 

county police. The suspect was pulled over on Silvercrest and arrested for driving without a 
license and possession of marijuana. After a couple of days at the county detention center, 
the suspect made a full confession to all the Avalon vehicle break-ins and stealing the 
vehicle. The following day the county police arrested the second suspect (a juvenile) who 
also made a full confession and was transported to the juvenile detention facility in 
Columbia, SC. The county police were able to recover many of the stolen items which were 
returned to the homeowners. Without Lt. Wear’s perseverance and dedication to our 
community, arrests for the break-ins would have been highly unlikely. Please thank 
Lieutenant Mike Wear when you see him. 
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One thing that was discovered during the interviews with the suspects is that the way 
they got into every single vehicle was by walking around looking for unlocked vehicle doors. 
They had no break-in equipment or slim-jims, all the vehicles were unlocked. They have 
been doing this in many other developments in Carolina Forest. One of the suspects bragged 
that it was nothing to hit 50 unlocked vehicles in 20 minutes. Also, according to the suspects 
the way they stole the vehicle in Avalon was because the keys to that vehicle were inside the 
unlocked vehicle parked next to it. In this day and age you can not leave vehicles unlocked 
like you could years ago. Criminals are opportunistic and will take advantage of any situation 
no matter whether the neighborhood is affluent or economically depressed - a thief is a thief. 

 
The board has been receiving complaints that people have been jumping the fence at 

the pool. These people either don’t live in Avalon or they do not have a current pool pass. 
When you see this happen, this is trespassing and it is illegal. Call Excalibur immediately at 
251-5015 or 839-9400, don’t assume somebody else will do it. These trespassers are using 
facilities that you are paying for and costing all of us money. They cause wear and tear on the 
equipment and are using our bathroom facilities. You wouldn’t tolerate strangers trespassing 
in your back yard, why would you allow them to swim in your pool at the amenities center. 

 
Over the last few years there has been confusion as to where residents are permitted 

to fish. Residents have been trespassing (hopefully unknowingly) on homeowner’s property 
and creating problems. Fishing is only permitted where a pond and a common area meet. 
You may not fish on a bank where there is a home, that is private property and you are 
trespassing. You also may not cross over or through a homeowner’s yard to get to a fishing 
spot, this is also trespassing. There is a beautiful fishing pond on Stoney Falls Blvd (between 
Silvercrest Drive and Copper Creek Court). The pond is isolated and the banks are 
maintained by our landscaping company. 
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The board would also like to thank Avalon residents Hank Scheu (Callalily Court) 

and Noe Montero (Silvercrest Drive) for the beautiful job they did rebuilding the pergola at 
the entrance of Avalon. The old pergola was ready to fall over because it was rotten and 
infested with termites. Hank and Noe rebuilt the entire pergola using PVC materials that will 
never rot and are impervious to bugs. Their attention to details has made the Avalon entrance 
eye-catching and a source of community pride. Thanks Hank and Noe! 
 

 
 
 
 Finally, congratulations to Bill & Donna Hipkins at 7039 Birnamwood Court for 
winning Avalon Yard of the Quarter. You have a beautiful yard! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Your Avalon Board of Directors,  
 

                                                                     
                    Alex Best - Treasurer                                 Mike McGinnis - Vice President           

                                              
                  Cory VanNote - Secretary                Bill McGinnelly - Officer At Large 
 

                                                                          
                                                        Edward Stapleton – President 

_______________________________    ___________________________ 

_______________________________ 

________________________________
 

____________________________ 
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Congratulations!!!! 

 

Bill & Donna Hipkins 
7039 Birnamwood Court (Lot# 570) 

 
Winners  

 Avalon Yard of the Quarter 
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   Avalon    
 

3rd Annual 
4th of July on Wheels Parade 

 
Saturday, July 3rd, 2010 9:30am 

 
Starts in the Avalon amenities center parking lot. 

 
Go all out and decorate your golf cart, bicycle, 

skateboard, roller-skates, wagon….etc. Anything 
with wheels! 

 
Prizes will be given for: 

Most Original 
Most Outrageous 

Most Patriotic 
 

                                


