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Carolina Forest Value
Place sells for $1.85M

BYMICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

TheValue Place hotel in
Carolina Forest has been
sold as part of a deal reached
to avoid foreclosure, accord-
ing to a press statement

from an agent of the prop-
erty.
Jones Lang LaSalle Hotels

announced it has arranged
the sale of the 120-room
Value Place onWhitty Drive
to Deesha Hotels, which is
based in Cary, N.C. Exact

terms of the deal were not
disclosed.
Ownership was trans-

ferred June 7, according to a
copy of the deed obtained by
the Carolina Forest Chroni-

Local hotel averts foreclosure through arrangement

Volunteers put the final touches on the Carolina Forest com-
munity playground last week.

Neighbors, hotel worker testify in Rogers court case

Opening testimony begins in
Carolina Forest murder trial

BY AMANDA KELLEY
STAFFWRITER

Deputy Solicitor Jimmy Richard-
son said the murder trial of Timmy
Rogers would show how thin the
lines are between both love and
hate and life and death.

Rogers has been charged with the
murder of Fred Engel who lived in
Berkshire Forest.
In opening statements on Tues-

day, Richardson said he planned to
show the jury of five males and nine
females enough evidence to convict
Richardson.

“There’s a thin line between love
and hate,” Richardson said. “It is
just as thin as the line between life
and death. I’ll show you how thin
that line can be.”
Richardson said he would pro-

Nearly 5,000
properties
delinquent
paying taxes
BY ROBERT ANDERSON
FOR THE CHRONICLE

Approximately 1,000 real es-
tate properties and mobile
homes could be up for auction
when Horry County holds its
annual delinquent tax sale Nov.
1.
According to delinquent tax

manager Crystal Montgomery
of the Horry County Treasurer’s
Office, 2009 taxes had not been
paid on 4,800 properties as of
Monday morning. However, the

number of
available
properties
is ex-
pected to
decrease
signifi-
cantly be-
tween now
and Nov. 1.
“We’re

hoping it
will be under 1,000 by the time
the tax sale gets here, and it
usually is,” Montgomery said.
“We sold 800 properties last
year.”
Of the 800 properties sold at

this past year’s tax sale, a little
more than 50 percent has been
redeemed by the owners.
“They still have until Dec. 7

to redeem,” Montgomery said.
“They still have a couple more
months.”
Having 4,800 delinquent tax

properties is not unusual in the
weeks leading up to the sale.

MICHAEL SMITH | THE CHRONICLE

Carolina Forest playground
to open in next two weeks
BY MICHAEL SMITH
EDITOR

Carolina Forest’s newest
amenity should be open
within twoweeks.
That’s the estimate Horry

County parks and recreation
officials are assigning to Pal-
metto Adventure Land, an
elaborate new playground

coming to Carolina Forest.
“We’re about there,” said

BrentTaylor, the county’s
parks and recreation direc-
tor. “We have some land-
scaping work to do and have
to dress up the front, but the
structure itself is pretty
much done.”
An exact date for the play-

ground’s opening hasn’t

been set, though county of-
ficials are shooting for
sometime in late October. A
formal grand opening will
be held sometime inNo-
vember, Taylor said.
The Carolina Forest play-

groundwasmade possible
through a $300,000 grant

AMANDA KELLEY | THE CHRONICLE

Timmy Rogers looks on during his murder trial, which is continuing this week. Rogers has been charged in connec-
tion with the April 2008 strangling death of a Berkshire Forest man.
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Value Place in Carolina Forest recently sold for $1.85 mil-
lion, property and court records show. VALUE PLACE, A2
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Is opting out of
Social Security wise?
Dear Dave,

I’m a pastor, and I’d like to know your opinion on opting
out of Social Security.

Art

Dear Art,
Under the law, pastors are allowed to be “conscientious

objectors” where their pastoral income is concerned, and
opt out of our country’s Social Security program. So, yes,
you can decide to opt out. Now, the big question is whether
or not I think you should do that.

If I were a pastor, I could easily look at
the horrible mathematics involved in So-
cial Security—what an absolute rip-off and
terrible program it is—and decide as a
Christian that sending money to those
clowns in Washington, D.C. is a terrible use
of God’s money.To use the Christian term,
I would view it as bad stewardship. I could
conscientiously object on a spiritual basis
in a heartbeat.
Now, once you’ve done this, you need to

understand that you’re giving up three
things Social Security tries to accomplish.
You’re giving up a Social Security check
when you retire. It’s not much, it’s enough
to eat dog food on, but it’s a check. So, you
have to make sure you fund your own re-
tirement. 
Second, you need to get long-term dis-

ability insurance. Social Security would
provide a little something had you been paying in, but if you
haven’t, it’s all up to you.You don’t get money from the gov-
ernment for long-term disability if you opt out. And the
third thing you need is life insurance. Social Security would
pay your family a little bit if you died, but only if you’d been
paying into the program. If you opt out and don’t have life
insurance in place, that means the money is gone when
you’re gone.
But guess what? You should be doing these three things

whether you opt out or not. It’s called wise financial plan-
ning.

—Dave

Bailing at the wrong time
Dear Dave,
My wife and I are both 58, and she has $250,000 in a

401(k) that has lost 20 percent in the last couple of months.
This represents the vast majority of our savings. We proba-
bly won’t need the money for at least another five years.
Should we move it to something else?

John

Dear John,
It’s normal to be a little bit scared when the markets are as

crazy as they’ve been lately. The fact that the news media
has been going bananas with all this doesn’t help matters,
either.
Here’s the deal. Ninety-seven percent of the five-year peri-

ods in the stock market’s history have made money. So far,
100 percent of the 15-year periods have made money. That’s
a pretty solid history. You’ve got time for the markets to re-
cover.
Chances are, you won’t be using this money for another

10 years or so. Even if you retire early, you’ll probably just
pull an income off of it instead of cashing it all out and hid-
ing it in your basement, right? 
Think about this, too. Since 1978, the market has dipped

10 percent or more about a dozen times. It has recovered
within two years 90 percent of the time. 
If you got out now, John, you’d be leaving at exactly the

wrong time.
—Dave

FINANCIAL
PEACE

Dave Ramsey

AVALON ANNUAL BARBEQUE

Autumn’s arrival brings
falling leaves and falling
temperatures, which also
brings an opportunity for
South Carolinians to evalu-
ate their homes’ energy effi-
ciency. 
Although you can hire a

professional to conduct a
home energy audit, Santee
Cooper has some do-it-
yourself tips for customers
who want to perform their
own energy assessments.
“Fall is a great time of the

year to walk around your
home looking for areas
where you can be more en-
ergy conscious,” said Zack
Dusenbury, vice president
of retail operations. “With

cool weather around the
corner, you can take some
small steps today that will
add up to savings over the
winter months.”
Knowing your home and

using common sense can
yield big results for years to
come. Dusenbury recom-
mends following basic ques-
tions during a do-it-yourself
energy assessment: 
• Do you have insulated

glass in your windows?
• Do you use window

treatments?
• Do you have air leaks or

drafts around your doors,
pipes and outlets?
• Is the insulation in your

attic sufficient?

Insulated glass windows
perform better than single-
paned windows at keeping
energy costs low. If you’re
not sure if you have insu-
lated windows, there is a
quick, easy way to find out.
Place a shiny object, like a

key or a coin, against the
window. If you can see only
one reflection of the object
in the window, it is a single-
paned window. 
If there are two reflec-

tions, the window has two
panes, or insulated glass. 
Properly fitted storm win-

dows and window treat-
ments are also effective in
keeping reducing energy
usage.

Check for air leaks around
windows and in other areas
of the house. Besides win-
dows, common places for
air leaks are doors, ducts, at-
tics, basements, vents and
electrical outlets. 
Weather stripping, caulk

or insulation can help stop
air leaks. Don’t forget to
check under sinks, where
pipes lead out of the home. 
Adding insulation around

those pipes will help. For
electrical outlets, adding a
childproof outlet cover is an
easy fix to an air leak. 
Santee Cooper offers a

free online energy audit and
energy-saving tips at
www.ReduceTheUse.com. 

PHOTOS BY GARY CONLOGUE | FOR THE CHRONICLE

Everybody enjoyed all the food and listening to the music during the second annual Avalon barbecue. More then 300
friends and families were on hand for the party.

The cook from The Todd House of Tabor City, N.C. prepares hot
dogs and hamburgers for the crowd at the Avalon party as
everybody under the shade of a tent enjoyed the festivities.

Call Mister Sparky of The Grand Strand
492-5957

Tony Zack
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Energy-saving tips from Santee Cooper

Avalon youths (from left) Natalie Fiorelli, Kyra Feasel, and
Cassidy Vannote dance to the One Eye Open band during
the festivities at the Avalon barbecue.
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